	

	~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Take Action to Improve Federal Child Nutrition Policy

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

	

	



	



	

	The House of Representatives has just introduced their version of the Child Nutrition Act 

for 2010.  This is perhaps the most important piece of national legislation affecting child 

nutrition standards and funding.  The Improving Nutrition for America's Children Act is 

the basis for the legislative process that will take place this summer and early fall about 

child nutrition, including school food. According to the website of the House Committee on Education and Labor, 

http://edlabor.house.gov/blog/2010/06/improving-nutrition-for-americ.shtml
the proposed bill aims to improve child nutrition standards while increasing school lunch reimbursement rates by only 6 cents per meal. As has been mentioned by Two Angry Moms, Chef Ann Cooper and many other child nutrition experts, this amount is not enough to buy a single apple per student each day nor is it the 10 billion dollar increase called for by President Obama earlier this year, nor does it come close to doubling the existing budget as called for by Two Angry moms and other advocacy groups.  It has also been pointed out by Two Angry Moms and others that this increase of 6 cents per meal per child is actually a step backwards in funding levels when accounting for inflation since the last significant increase in funding was put in place some 30 years ago.  Comments on funding levels and other aspects of the proposed Improving Nutrition for America's Children Act can be sent or made by phone at: 

The House Committee on Education and Labor

2181 Rayburn House Office Building
 Washington, DC 20515

 202-225-3725

Two important child nutrition advocacy initiatives that we ask our members to support are currently in progress.  The first of these would improve the current proposed legislation.  The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine (PCRM) is calling on citizens to support inclusion of The Healthy School Meals Act, H.R. 4870 into The Improving Nutrition for America's Children Act.   The Healthy School Meals Act would bring forward the introduction of more plant-based meal options in accordance with recommendations made by the American Medical Association and the American Public Health Association.  According to the PCRM ..."The bill, in its current form, does little to encourage the substitution of high fat content foods (such as meat and cheese) with low-fat fruit and vegetables. Such substitutions are crucial in fighting childhood obesity." To support this important dietary and health initiative please see the statement on the PCRM website http://www.pcrm.org/news/child_nutrition_100611.html and take the action recommended by calling your member of Congress as described on the website

 http://support.pcrm.org/site/PageServer?pagename=hsl_find_us_representatives.
           

            Another very important opportunity to effect positive change in the child nutrition legislative process is through ensuring that changes to the Farm Bill that support child nutrition are made in 2012.  Until June 14, 2010 the U.S. House Committee on Agriculture is accepting public suggestions as to how to improve the Farm Bill.  If Congress were to change even a small amount of the World War II era subsidy funding which is currently given to large commodity crops such as corn, wheat and soy and instead put that funding into smaller scale, organic and local agricultural endeavors, the positive effect on child nutrition would be enormous. While these subsidies of so called "staple" crops may have made sense at the time they were first suggested in the early 20th century, the Farm Bill subsidy program as it is currently carried out actually contribute to declining child health due to its support for agribusiness such as the corn syrup producers and industrial meat and dairy production.  Increased federal support for local, organic diversified agricultural would go a long way to ensuring that the local school districts have the ability to purchase and use healthier, organic fresh fruits and vegetables and meats in school nutrition programs.  To make suggestions regarding the reallocation of the subsidy programs in the 2012 Farm Bill please fill out the form at http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/feedbackform.html by June 14, 2010.  Additionally food nutrition advocate Jill Richardson reported Saturday on many of the above issues on her blog at 

http://www.lavidalocavore.org/diary/3679/some-reflection-after-a-trip-to-dc
            Two Angry Moms thanks it members and supporters for following up on the above action items.  Together we can make important changes to the federal child nutrition program assuring the increased health and well being of our children.

 

Amy Kalafa

Two Angry Moms

 

John Lippmann

Advocacy and New Media Coordin
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