
October 6, 2011 

The Honorable Thomas Vilsack 
Secretary of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Secretary Vilsack: 

We, the undersigned, represent U.S. producers, processors, and exporters oflivestock, 
poultry, and products from these ani mals. International trade is increasingly impo rtant to the 
vita lity and sustainability o f American agriculture, with animal agricu lture contnbuting about 
one-third of the positive trade balance. 

Having worked closely with your office, your staff, and the u.s. Trade Representative 
staff to reduce and eliminate trade barriers to meat and poultry products, we all know the 
difficu lt challenges of expanding exports. We are deeply and increasingly concerned about the 
long-unreso lved status of the cooked pou ltry situation with China. Th is one issue, as we all are 
painfuny aware, has stra ined our relatio nship with China and has led the Chinese government to 
impose and maintain several unj ustified, non-scien tific trade barriers that affect U.S. beef, pork, 
and poultry exports to China. The value of these exports, conservatively estimated, is more than 
$1.6 billion and could affect nearly 20,000 jobs in our industries. 

The final ru le to permit imports of cooked poultry from approved processing facilities in 
China was publ ished mo re than fiv e years ago. But for a variety of reasons that were beyond the 
Department 's control, the rule has yet to be implemented. Imped iments to fmalizing the ru le, 
however, were eliminated nearly two years ago. 

We understand that FSIS is continu ing to work on the Chinese poultry processing 
facilities audit. It is essential to demonstrate that near-term, incremental pwgress is being made 
to improve the trading relation hip with China. Indeed, we believe there needs to be a sense of 
urgency to have progress over the next few months. This time is a great opportunity to show 
progress, with the bilateral preparations underway for senior level meetings, including your own 
upcoming trip to Beij ing and the U. S. -China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT) 
meet ings in December. 
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Given the great importance of th is issue to both sides, with recognit ion that the integrity 
ofthe regulatory review process must be maintained, we sincerely hope that you will give the 
highest priority to completing this rev iew as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your full considerat ion of our request. 

Sincerely, 

J. Patrick Boyle 
President and CEO 
American Meat Institute 

James H. Sumner 
President 
USA Poultry and Egg Export Council 

Phil Seng 
President and CEO 
U.S. Meat Export Federation 

Forrest Roberts 
CEO 
National Cattlemen' s Beef Association 

Mike Brown 
President 
Nat ional Chicken Council 

Doug Wolf 
President 
National Pork Producers Council 

Barry Carpenter 
Pres ident 
National Meat Association 

 
Jo1m Starkey 
President 
U.S. Poultry and Egg Association 


